EAST W!NDSOR

Seniors: enjoy T hanksgmng
feast lsolg forward to renovatton

By JENNIFER Coa

-Staff Writer

‘on Nov. 19.. Upwards of .130 seniors

as early as 10:30 in the morning
to join in the-Thanksgiving fes-
tivities at East Windsor Senior Center

were expected ‘at their annual meal
and entertainment party to celebrate
Thanksglvmg It comes one month be-
fore a similar celebratton held around

’,Chrlstmas
Senior Center Dn"ector Laura Clynch :

has worked for the center since the ear-
1y 1980s, and she obviously loves her job
and the people she works with. “In
tough economic times like this, it’s good

to know that they cah turn to their com-
munity,” she said. The ¢enter-also sent ’

out 50 meals to’ homebound semors

Clynch knows that many- of her se- .

-niors consider  their senior center

friends to be as close as farmly, and cel-

ebrating .the holidays with them is a
very important tradition. “It's not just
one person that makes this possible,”

-said Clynch. Many individuals worked

together to throw this feast; including

generous residents who made monetary -

donations to expand the menu. Wal-
Mart donated silk flowers for decora—
tions, )
some of the flowers into wreaths; and
the seniors themselves helped set up
and clean up for the event.

The Senior Center,. located at 125
Main St.in the Broad Brook sectlon of
East Windsor, has been in operation
since May 1980, and. it is about to see

- some _inuch needed nnprovements

First Selectman Denise Menard sees the
upcoming upgrades as extremély over-
due.’

eniors were beginning to arrive

. We have neglected ”

another - volunteer assembled -

Utilizing a Small Cities Blo‘ck

Grant Menard says East Wlndsor wﬂl
be “knockmg down” the steep ‘staircasé
and old ramp at the entrance of the se-
nior center and' replacmg it Wlt_h an
- ADA approved ramp and stalrcase that
w:dl be much safer and easier for. chents
of the center. “This will make it comph—
ant Wlth ADA approved spemﬁca’aons

said. Mena_rd “Tt’s. time we pay- atten-

tlon to alot of the ADA def1c1ts in town

The prOJect should take about three’
weeks “I had hoped it would be done in
the summer " said Menard. She had de-'

- sired to see. 1t done before cold Weather '

had settled in, but the paperwork need—‘
ed by the state for a project like: th.lS is
unending. “It’s been a long process ”
she ‘said. When you'’ Te workmg w1th
grants you have to fill'out addltlonalv
‘paperwork.” ‘ :
While constructlon is goingon, semor :
activities will be moved to Scout Hall'at
‘28 "Abbe Road. The svvltch in locatlon..
‘will be effectrve as of Nov. 23; and the
new entrance ‘will be’ in for seniors fo .

--meet at the center agam by the Week of

Dec 7.

- On. the menu for the Thanksgmng :
meal was a bounty of holiday treats in-
cluding, hot mulled cider,’ festlve roast.
turkey - With gravy; ‘herbed stuffmg,
chive mashed potatoes, peas and- pear!
~onions, cranberry sauce, whole wheat
dlnner rolls and apple pie. But more'
Jmportantly, the menu included * ‘very
sincere frlendshlps ' '»acc_ordmg to
Clynch . '

Upcommg events mclude Commumty
- Conversations* with Tax Collector Sa-
mantha Lee on Dec. 1, Health Net’s Se-
nior Star. Search on Dec: 15, and the
annual’ Chr1stmas Hohday dmner on
Dec 16




