Annual Budget Meeting

May 19, 2009

The Annual Budget Meeting of the Town of East Windsor was held at the East Windsor Junior/Senior High School on Tuesday, May 19, 2009. The meeting was called to order by First Selectman, Denise Menard at 7:35 P.M. Mrs. Menard stated it was great to see so many participants and hoped many would remain active. She then read from the Charter regarding the budget meeting and announced that the budget had been petitioned to referendum. She explained that the budget referendum question would be a yes or no answer.

Marie DeSousa, chairman of the Board of Finance, explained the budget process & economic forecast. She stated there is no increase in the budget over last year due to reductions in expenses. All departments came in at 0% or less but due to loss of revenue, this budget will require a 3.99% increase in taxes. She stated that parents who signed the petition want more money for the Board of Education.

Motion was made by Bill Loos and seconded by Dick Pippin that George Butenkoff preside as Moderator.

Motion was made by Bill Schultz and seconded by Cathy Simonelli that Brian Cullinane preside as Moderator

Motion was made by Rand Stanley and seconded by Bill Loos that nominations for Moderator be closed.

Brian Cullinane was elected Moderator by a majority of those in attendance.

George Butenkoff stated that the Moderator must be certified in using the Optical Scan machine. Denise Menard had a ruling from the Secretary of the State stating otherwise for a Town Meeting.

.

Town Clerk, Karen W. Gaudreau, read the call to the meeting.  She further stated that petitions containing the necessary 200 signatures have been verified by the Town Clerk’s office, requesting that the voting for the Town Meeting scheduled for this evening to consider and act upon the FY 2009-2010 budget be accomplished by ballot or voting machine.

Moderator read the statement of eligibility to vote.

The following resolution was introduced and read by Moderator Brian Cullinane.

Resolved:
That the budget for the Town of East Windsor for the fiscal year 

2009-2010 in the amount of $31,864,452 as recommended by the Board of Finance be sent to referendum for vote.  

Motion was made by Bill Schultz and seconded by Bea Corrado to hold the referendum on Saturday May 30, 2009 from noon until 8:00 P.M.

Motion was made by Bill Loos and seconded by Gil Lowell to adjourn immediately to referendum tonight. As referendums require public notice this motion was not possible.

Carol Gibson-Moved here 20 years ago, wants more for education.

Bill Schultz-When will date be set? Denise Menard stated this meeting would continue until a date is set.

Chuck Matteson-Look to increase the budget. People need to grow up. You need to pay for services. Standards, Services and Safety need to be paid for.

Jeff Carolus-Directed comments to seniors. We are paying for your Social Security. You have had the luxury of services without paying for them. Kids deserve education. Increase the education budget.

John Burnham-Asked if in addition to referendum, could we have advisory questions on the ballot? They are not allowed on the ballot. He stated that some people who go to the polls, vote no just for the sake of voting no.

Bea Corrado-Asked if voters vote no, will there be another public hearing and another referendum. Yes. If voters vote yes will there be no further cuts?

Jim Richards-Stated he is president of the Education Foundation. Need to keep services. Vote yes on the referendum and get on with town business. 40-42% of the tax base is suffering also. We need to get development in.

Diane Sherman-Many have incurred more costs, but don’t take it out on the children. May need to cut back on personal life to do for the children. We need to come together as a town.

Joe Pellegrini-Had a nice opportunity to work on the CIP and Building Committees. They fight hard with little resources. He encourages a yes vote.

Pat O’Konis and Bill Kehoe, East Windsor High School students-Asked why the Board of Finance cut the French program. They feel future students will be forced to take a language they don’t want to in order to comply with the change in graduation requirements.

Ed Abbe Jr-Was recently employed by East Windsor High School. People look at budget in different ways. He encouraged a yes vote.

Danelle Godek-Reached out to seniors. Your house is your investment. With no education and services, property values go down. She encouraged a yes vote.

Bill Loos-Feels noon to 8:00 P.M. is restricting.

Motion was made by Kathy Bilodeau and seconded by Cathy Simonelli to make a friendly amendment to the motion made by Bill Schultz and seconded by Bea Corrado. Bill Schultz withdrew his motion and Bea Corrado withdrew her second. Motion passed to hold referendum on Saturday May 30, 2009 from 10 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.

Bob Lyke-Regardless of how he feels, the petition signers asked for 6:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. and that is being taken away from them.

Nicole DeSousa-Commented on having to pay overtime for a referendum on Saturday.

Dave Corrodo-Thinks Saturday is great.

Gerry Bancroft-Asked what posting requirements are.

Moderator moved the question, which was confirmed by a two-thirds majority of those present.

Voters and Property Owners were verified by the Registrars, Assessor and Town Clerk.

At 9:10 P.M. Moderator asked for a standing count and declared the resolution adopted.

Motion was made by Jason Bowsza and seconded by Kathy Bilodeau to adjourn. Meeting was declared adjourned at 9:15 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted

Karen W. Gaudreau







Attest:  ___________________________









Town Clerk

