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TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND/WETLANDS WATERCOURSE AGENCY

Regular Meeting

October 1, 2008

***** Draft Document - Subject to Commission Approval *****

CALL TO ORDER:   Chairman Ceppetelli called the Meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room, 11 Rye Street, Broad Brook, CT.   

ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM:

Present:
Regular Members Michael Ceppetelli (Chairman), Michael Koczera, Richard 


Osborn, Ronald Savaria, Michael Sawka, and Robert Slate and Alternate 



Members John Burnham, and Kathryn Roloff.

Unable to Attend:  
John Malin

Vice Chairman Ceppetelli noted the establishment of a quorum with six Regular Members and two Alternate Members.  Regular Member Slate indicated he had reviewed the Minutes of the Meeting of September 3rd, but had not listened to the tapes; Chairman Ceppetelli felt the minutes were an accurate summary of the meeting actions.  Regular Member Savaria indicated he had read the Minutes and had listened to the tapes as well.  It was determined that either member could fill in on actions for this evening’s meeting if other Commissioners had to step down from service on the Board.  The Town is currently working to fill the position of Wetlands Agent; Town Planner Whitten was unable to attend this Meeting due to personal reasons.  

Deputy Selectman Hayes, the Board of Selectmen’s liaison to the Inland/Wetlands Commission, arrived at 7:59 p.m.

ADDED AGENDA ITEMS:
None.

Chairman Ceppetelli noted a significant number of residents present in the audience; he suggested the Commission go out of order and take the Public Hearings first.

MOTION:
To GO OUT OF THE POSTED AGENDA ORDER and take the Public Hearing for Southern Auto Sales, Inc. - Application of Southern Auto Sales, Inc. to conduct regulated activities associated with the construction of an inventory holding area.  Total parcel is approximately 213 acres located at 161 South Main Street, served by public water and sewer.  

Osborn moved/Slate seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

PUBLIC HEARINGS (on Inland Wetland applications)/1)  Southern Auto Sales, Inc. - Application of Southern Auto Sales, Inc. to conduct regulated activities associated with the construction of an inventory holding area.  Total parcel is approximately 213 acres located at 161 South Main Street, served by public water and sewer.  (35-day to conclude hearing ends 11/5/08):

Chairman Ceppetelli read the Hearing description,  He noted the Commission’s next regularly scheduled Meeting is November 5th; he noted the timeframe of this Application will allow the Commission to continue the Hearing until that time if necessary.  Appearing to discuss this Application was Attorney T. Mark Barbieri, representing the Applicant, Southern Auto Sales, Inc.; Jay Ussery, of J. R. Russo & Associates, Professional Engineer; and Michael Granulati, Certified Soil Scientist.

LET THE RECORD SHOW Commissioner Burnham stepped down from service on the Board; he was replaced by Commissioner Roloff.

Attorney Barbieri described the site as being a 40 acre parcel on the southside of Phelps Road.  This parcel abuts other properties owned by Southern Auto Sales, Inc. (SAS) and is east of the military operation.   He recalled the Applicant appeared before the Commission 1 1/2 to 2 years ago to seek a permit to construct the berm along Phelps Road; the proposal before the Commission is for construction of an inventory holding area behind that berm.  The amount of wetlands disturbance is minimal.   They are proposing several water quality systems, one to restore wetlands destroyed by farming over the years, and another in the middle of the property restore an existing wetlands which is not currently functioning properly.  Attorney Barbieri suggested there are no feasible and prudent alternatives, other than not doing this proposal.  

Attorney Barbieri cited the team’s history and knowledge of the SAS sites, as well as this property.  Since 1985 they have been creating inventory holding areas.  While the total acreage is significant it is actually a small percentage of the total land area of East Windsor.  Attorney Barbieri reported that SAS has created two large wetlands restoration areas, one on Tromley Road across from Flaherty Field Trials, and a second east of the military site on Phelps Road.  The restoration areas have been studied and scrutinized significantly; Attorney Barbieri indicated they have they have received positive feedback from environmentalists on these restoration areas.  

As part of the file record Mr. Ussery submitted the Certified Mail Receipts returned by abutters who received notification of this Hearing.   

Mr. Ussery referenced Sheet 3 of the plan, noting it’s an overall survey of 161 South Main Street which includes property lines overlaid on top of the photo/survey.  The document allowed the Commission to view the proximity of the property under discussion for this Application to SAS main site.  Mr. Ussery gave a description of the subject property, noting that single family 

residences begin beyond the last tobacco shed on the south side of Phelps Road going east, Debbie Bartlett’s house and the military facility are just off the sheet to the west of the subject property heading west toward Route 5, the Titus/Putriment Farm is located across the street on the north side of Phelps Road, and the Morell Farm is to the east of the Titus/Putriment Farm.  Mr. Ussery noted the location of the existing berm; he noted the proposed inventory holding area for which they are seeking a permit is outlined on the sheet by the white line, and ties into the existing inventory holding area at the main site.  There is a farm road with a gate on Phelps Road.  Mr. Ussery identified three wetlands on the site; they are proposing three drainage areas to compensate for those areas.  One wetlands area (referenced as wetlands one below for calculation purposes) is on the south west corner of the agricultural field which is currently supporting a hay crop; this is a relatively flat area of poorly drained soils which drains to the west onto other property of SAS.  The second area (referenced as wetlands two below for calculation purposes) is behind the existing berm and comes along the edge of the woodland; this is a farm pond which drains under Phelps Road and drains to the north to a brook on the north side of the Lawrence Farm which eventually becomes Mason’s Brook which crosses under Route 5 near Stanton’s Equipment Sales.  The third area (referenced as wetlands 3 below for calculation purposes) is a fork of wooded wetlands which continues onto the abutting property and drains southerly and southeasterly; this area goes through a pipe under SAS’s test track and then flow through the SAS site and under Route 5 and becomes Quarry Brook near the old Winn Farm property on Route 5.  

Mr. Ussery then referenced an overall plan drawn at 40 scale which identifies the berm and the farm pond and other wetlands.  Mr. Ussery indicated the amount of wetlands disturbance is small, noting wetlands one contains 2,379 square feet, wetlands two contains 2177 square feet, and wetlands 3 contains 165 square for a total of approximately 4700+/- square of wetlands disturbance.  Mr. Ussery indicated they are proposing three water quality basins to mitigate for the disturbance of each of the three wetlands areas.  The mitigation will be similar to the work done on Tromley Road; Mr. Ussery submitted FOR THE RECORD several photos of the Tromley Road area as it presently exists and compared it to each of the three wetlands areas on the subject property.  

LET THE RECORD SHOW Deputy Selectman Hays, liaison from the Board of Selectmen to the Inland/Wetlands Commission, arrived at 7:59 p.m.

Mr. Ussery reported they are proposing to plant the same seed mix in the subject water quality basins as they used on Tromley Road; the areas will revert back to vegetated areas and become better habitats.  The proposed activity will result in a zero increase in peak flow leaving the site for the three basins; the basins will perform water treatment to remove 80% of suspended solids as is required.   The habitat being created performs better treatment and is a different type of wetlands than what is on the site presently.  The three basins will create approximately 30,000 square feet of wetlands area, which is significantly more mitigation than the 4,700+/- square feet of wetlands area which presently exists.  Mr. Ussery reported they have decreased the amount of peak flow for the majority of the storms, citing the following calculations with regard to a two year storm:  north basin:  pre-development flow is 10.34 cfs, post-development flow will be

10.25 cfs; west basin:  pre-development flow is 5.05 cfs; post-development is 4.39 cfs; south basin:  pre-development flow is 3.24 cfs, post-development flow is 3.08 cfs.  Mr. Ussery reported the proposed inventory holding area will not contain any new lighting.  There will not be any truck activity within the proposed inventory holding area as vehicles are off-loaded from car carriers in front of the main SAS location at 161 South Main Street/Route 5; vehicles will be brought to the proposed inventory holding area single file.  The subject inventory holding area is for long term storage.  

Mr. Ussery reported Town Engineer Norton has reviewed the plans as submitted.

Mr. Michael Granulati, professional soil scientist, stepped forward to report on the specifics of the wetlands.  He spoke to the success of the Tromley Road mitigation, noting they dug out and created pools which were planted with a wetlands mix of new vegetation that established itself rapidly.   They found they were more successful with plants that volunteer themselves.  Commissioner Roloff questioned what about fragmities?  Mr. Granulati indicated he understood the problem but didn’t believe there were any at Tromley Road because there was no population there; they also sprayed to get rid of fragmities.  Mr. Ussery indicated they are planning on using cattails, which seem to create some of the best processes for removing pollutants from the water.  Mr. Granulati concurred, noting that based on past experience the cattails are the best for removing heavy metals.   Mr. Ussery indicated that due to the wetlands disturbance during the last expansion they planted several thousand trees; the Army Corp of Engineers (ACOE) staff wanted them to plant a smaller species but they suffered significant damage due to deer and mice.   The ACOE didn’t require replanting.   Their experience has found that alders, willows, ash, and dogwood did well; red maples did not; grey birch did moderately well.  Mr. Granulati indicated the plan is for the trees to get larger and shade out the cattails; they are trying to  create diversity to get an “edge effect” in the area.  

Commissioner Roloff questioned if they planned to plant any shrubs; she noted her preference for cranberry.  Mr. Ussery indicated they have shown the seed mix on the plans; he could show some shrubs on the plans along the edges but he cited with the existing wooded area nearby adding shrubs to the area causes it to become heavy.  Mr. Granulati noted they would use native species.  Mr. Ussery suggested they have proposed a maintenance schedule for the basins, but can also include reports which will document when they spray, etc.  

Attorney Barbieri suggested that the kind of inventory holding area being proposed shouldn’t be equated with a mall parking lot.  These vehicles go into these areas cold and stay cold; what washes off in the inventory holding areas is very different than what comes off cars moving in and out of a parking lot frequently.  Commissioner Savaria questioned the number of cars that are stored in an area?   Mr. Ussery suggested perhaps 2,000 cars; they are lined up and numbered for organization.                          

Chairman Ceppetelli opened discussion to the audience:

Donna Smith, 10 Eileen Drive (off Stoughton Road):  Ms. Smith questioned the 

proximity of the site under discussion to Stoughton Road.  Mr. Ussery identified the area on the plans.  Attorney Barbieri indicated they sent out notices for one mile around the site.

James Balch, 250 South Main Street:  Mr. Balch indicated he owned land across the street from the subject site; he questioned how the proposed direction of drainage would affect his property?  Mr. Ussery indicated the basin to the south and the basin to the west are the closest to Mr. Balch’s property.   They are associated with two different watersheds which drain through SAS and go to Quarry Brook; the largest basin drains to Phelps Road.  Mr. Ussery reiterated that they are complying with zoning requirements that prohibit any increase flow leaving off the site; there will be no increase in peak flow off the site for any storm.  The biggest flow goes north.   The basins will collect the flow and let it out slowly, allowing it to spread out.   Mr. Balch questioned why the drainage couldn’t be 
directed through other property owned by SAS?   Mr. Ussery indicated the direction flow being utilized for this drainage design is the direction of the natural flow.   This proposal will not have any adverse affect on Mr. Balch’s property after construction.  Mr. Balch questioned what the gross volume coming from that site to the Connecticut River would be?   Mr. Ussery felt there would not be a lot of difference pre and post construction.   He didn’t have the numbers with him for this presentation but would make them available at the next meeting.  He noted the area is presently in agricultural use and is heavy soils which are not forested; he suggested the area produces a fair amount of run off even though it’s not developed.  The agricultural use is a row crop with compacted soils; in January with no vegetation is area is frozen and is essentially a parking lot.  Now there will be controls in place.  

Diane and Bob Williams, 86 Phelps Road:  Ms. Williams questioned how many trees would be coming down?  Chairman Ceppetelli questioned what would be done with the trees being removed?  Mr. Ussery indicated they have found many large red and whit oak trees on the property; after some discussion they will contact a forester regarding harvesting some of the larger wood for fire wood, or flooring.  Chairman Ceppetelli questioned what would be done with the stumps?  Mr. Ussery indicated they would collect the stumps and chip them.  Mrs. Williams identified the location of her property; Mr. Ussery suggested there were lots of woods between the subject location and Mrs. Williams.  Mr. Williams questioned how much acreage was involved for the trees?   Mr. Ussery suggested six to seven acres; the inventory holding area wouldn’t be visible from Phelps Road because of the berm.

David Frechette, 96 Phelps Road:  Mr. Frechette questioned what was being done to protect the boundaries of the property?  Mr. Ussery indicated there is 24 hour security on the SAS site.  There would be a fence on the back side of the berm to keep people from walking in from Phelps Road but that wouldn’t be visible from the road, and there is a ditch along the wood line.  Mr. Frechette questioned what was the area highlighted on the drawing?  Mr. Ussery indicated that was part of the water quality basin.  Mr. Frechette noted there is access to this site from Phelps Road; would that access be used during construction?  Mr. Ussery noted that access is shown as an emergency access; it won’t be used every day.   He is unsure at this point if it would be used during construction.  It will not be paved.   Mr. Ussery suggested the access wouldn’t change the amount of traffic going by Mr. Frechette’s property, as gravel trucks come from the east through East Windsor and Ellington and come down Phelps Road now.  

Mr. Frechette questioned what was being proposed to be done to the overflow structure to the north?  Mr. Ussery replied they propose to do nothing.  Mr. Frechette reported it’s silting up now.  His concern is if you are proposing to do anything to the east in the future?  Mr. Ussery reported they have been going to the Planning and Zoning Commission for three to four years to develop this property.   The existence of residences nearby has always been a concern.  Mr. Ussery indicated he didn’t feel they would do anything more in that area; there are more wetlands and the gas line is located there as well.   The gas line is shallow and could be moved but the cost is prohibitive.

Mr. Frechette noted his property is the lowest lot on the street.  He reiterated the Mr. Ussery said there would be no lights in the lot; he questioned if they were designing the area so it could not be accessed by tractor trailer trucks?  Mr. Ussery replied they are not, but he has never seen a car carrier anywhere but in front of the main auction location; it’s a security issue.  Attorney Barbieri suggested it was fair to say reasonable development can be shown here.

Eddie Smith, 89 Stoughton Road:  Mr. Smith questioned if they use sand or salt?   Mr. Ussery indicated they do use some salt and sand but it’s a minimal amount; it’s one of the reasons for installing a water quality basin.   He suggested the inventory holding area can be equated to a lumber yard but in this case the lumber is cars.   Mr. Smith suggested they would be moving the cars.   Mr. Ussery replied affirmatively, noting they are moved once.  Chairman Ceppetelli questioned where snow would be moved to when the area is plowed?  He cited concern for filling the basins so they would not then function properly.  Mr. Ussery suggested there is an area on the back side of the berm where the snow will be removed to.   That side of the berm is fairly flat and only slopes towards the basin; there is only a small amount of curbing to direct the water to the basin.  Mr. Ussery suggested they can put notes on the plans not to deposit snow in the basins; Chairman Ceppetelli cited the snow removal crew wouldn’t be looking at plans; what else could be done to prevent depositing snow in the basins?   Mr. Ussery suggested he can add a guardrail if it provides a better comfort level, but the snow plowing contractors must be told what areas are acceptable for deposit.  Commissioner Roloff questioned if this lot would be plowed during every storm?   Mr. Ussery felt only the aisle would be plowed as this is proposed for a long term lot; at the main site everything is plowed.  Mr. Ussery indicated he would return with an enhanced snow removal plan.

Virginia Meadows, 19 Daniel Drive, Stoughton Ridge:  Ms. Meadows questioned why she was sent a certified letter this time and not for the previous applications?  Mr. Ussery suggested there might not have been a Public Hearing on the sites of other applications, and in this case, this parcel was incorporated into other land of SAS.  That now makes the boundary of the parcel under discussion the entire parcel extending to Stoughton Road.   For this development you are an abutter and regulations require your notification for a Public Hearing.  Attorney Barbieri clarified that previously separate parcels were under discussion, and the distance of some of those parcels from Stoughton Road – and Ms. Meadow’s property – would not have required notification.  Ms. Meadows continued to question the lack of previous notification.  Discussion continued for some time reviewing the requirements of the Inland/Wetlands Commission vs. the Planning and Zoning Commission in regard to applications vs. public hearings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Commissioner Savaria noted the basins are being allowed to grow over; he questioned if they would get blocked? Mr. Ussery noted they plan to plant cattails, which is a monoculture which does tend to block the outlet to some extent.   Every time there is a storm event someone goes out to check, and clear if necessary, the grates in the outlet.  Those notes are included in the maintenance schedule.  They also mow around the basins so they won’t return to shrub condition.  

The Commission summarized their concerns for the Applicant:  1) overall five year maintenance & monitoring schedule to be shown on plans; 2) consider planting cranberry bushes in the mitigation areas; 3) enhanced snow removal plan, and 4) define the difference in volume values for Jim Balch.

MOTION:
To CONTINUE THE PUBLIC HEARING on the Application of Southern Auto Sales, Inc. to conduct regulated activities associated with the construction of an inventory holding area.  Total parcel is approximately 213 acres located at 161 South Main Street, served by public water and sewer.  Hearing is continued until the Commission’s next regularly scheduled meeting on November 5, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room, 11 Rye Street, Broad Brook, CT. 

Savaria moved/Osborn seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

LET THE RECORD SHOW Commissioner Burnham returned to service on the Board.

MOTION:
To TAKE A FIVE MINUTE BREAK.

Burnham moved/Osborn seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

The Commission RECESSED at 9:10 and RECONVENED at 9:15 p.m.

MOTION:
To RECONVENE this Meeting at 9:15 p.m.

Roloff moved/Slate seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

CONTINUED APPLICATIONS OR BUSINESS/1)  Lot 4, 5 and Parcel 2 Winkler Road - Application of Gerald Wilcox requesting to conduct regulated activities associated with clear cutting within the upland Review Area to convert land to farmland, installation of an access road and farm pond.  Total parcels are 3.23 acres, located on Winkler Road.  (65-day application period ends 10/10/08):

Chairman Ceppetelli read the description of this Item of Business.  Appearing to discuss this Application was Herb May, of CPH Engineers; the Applicant, Gerald Wilcox, was present in the audience.

LET THE RECORD SHOW Commissioner Koczera stepped down from service on the Board as he stated he is an abutting land owner.  He was replaced with Commissioner Burnham.

Mr. May submitted a two sheet 11” x 17”plan set to the Commission; one page appears to be the same as the larger plan contained in the Application File, the second page is the plan offered for review this evening.  Mr. May indicated they have done test pits in the mottling area where excavation will occur and the stream exists.   The plan provides mitigation at 1:1.  Mr. May indicated that 2500 square feet of replacement will occur to get the access road through the wetlands to get to the back of the property; to provide the 1:1 mitigation they need to provide a 2500 square foot area of restoration.  The mottling occurred at 24” so when they construct both wetlands they will go down 24”.  Mr. May referenced his smaller plan, noting the light yellow area is outside the uplands review area; that area contains 3,184 square feet.  Materials removed from that area will be trucked off site.  

Chairman Ceppetelli requested clarification; he indicated it was his understanding from discussion during the previous meeting that the farm pond was not to be submitted as part 

of this Application.  Mr. May indicated the amount of disturbance and the amount of the excavation, which now totals 4,564 square feet, now puts them under the amount for Army Corp of Engineer review.  Chairman Ceppetelli questioned that the pond is now smaller?  Mr. May suggested maybe, but it doesn’t appear much smaller.  

Mr. May indicated the last plan showed an 18” RCP pipe; when they did the calculations they found it needs to be a 24” pipe.  Town Engineer Norton has indicated he is comfortable with that but is concerned with the outlet protection.  Mr. May spoke with Town Engineer Norton today; he is comfortable they can work out the issues and is comfortable with the Commission giving a conditional approval this evening.  

With regard to the road, Mr. May indicated the client/applicant now feels 24’ is more than is needed; they are now doing a 15’ wide road which reduces the amount of direct impact to the wetlands by 300 square feet. Chairman Ceppetelli noted a house footprint was shown on the other plans; he questioned if the access, at 15’, would be wide enough to meet zoning standards?  Chairman Ceppetelli suggested he didn’t want to see the Applicant have to return to this Commission for additional review if the driveway access were widened.  Mr. May indicated the proposal is for a gravel driveway for which the intent is to farm the land in the back.  If they wanted to build a house they would want a paved driveway.  Mr. May indicated he will check again but he is pretty sure 15’ is pretty good for a driveway.  He noted Town Engineer Norton has also reviewed the plans.  

Chairman Ceppetelli suggested that when the farm pond is full the run off from adjacent areas can’t be taken in as it would now; there will be no place for the water to go.  Mr. May felt the area is fairly flat and is wet now; the farm pond won’t get any larger.  Gerald Wilcox, the Applicant, came forward to speak.  He suggested the water flow isn’t changing.  There is a drain, a swale, between the back property line and the adjacent property; when you get 3 inches to 5 inches of rain at one time - there is an existing pond there, when the pond rises up it flows down there.  Chairman Ceppetelli indicated the point is that the pond rises up.  Mr. Wilcox indicated that when it rains really hard the pond rises up and with the pipe it will act the same way; they are not enlarging outside the area of the existing pond; they are only asking to drop the depth 1 foot.  Commissioner Roloff felt it wouldn’t work because the water table won’t change.  Mr. May concurred, the water table won’t change but they will be able to get the equipment out back because there is a 5 foot wide existing channel that the water area drains into.  Mr. May felt that by adding the pipe and outlet protection it will benefit the area because there will be more control of the conditions.    

Mr. May indicated they have prepared calculations for a 10 year storm; the unimproved flow is 12.4 cfs, while the capacity with the pipe improvement is 17.33 cfs.  Chairman Ceppetelli questioned the capacity for a 100 year storm.  Mr. May indicated they didn’t do calculations for a 100 year storm; he wasn’t sure they were asked to prepare that calculation.  He understood they were asked to calculate if the pipe was sized properly.  

Chairman Ceppetelli suggested the Commission is usually provided with the information for a 100 year storm.  He noted they are adding more impervious area in the wetlands.  Mr. May felt it isn’t like a paved parking lot.  Commissioner Roloff suggested they would be increasing the run off because they are removing trees and the soils will be compacted; she also felt they should be sizing the pipe to handle a 100 year storm.  Mr. May suggested the run off flows into a drainage ditch now; it will be going from a wooded lot to farmland.   They came in to address the issues they were asked about and came in with information for a 10 year storm; he didn’t feel there would be much difference.

Chairman Ceppetelli reiterated he was of the understanding that the farm pond wasn’t to be in this Application.  Mr. Wilcox suggested he wasn’t asked to address the farm pond because a farm pond doesn’t need a permit; it wasn’t a concern in the Minutes (Meeting Minutes of September 3, 2008).  Chairman Ceppetelli suggested the farm pond, and difference in opinion as to the need for a permit, was an issue at the previous meeting.  

Commissioner Savaria questioned the elevation at either end of the pipe?  Mr. May indicated they didn’t have that information.  Mr. Wilcox suggested they are showing the existing elevations.  The Commissioners referred to the maps, noting they were not able to find elevations for the site or the road.  Mr. May indicated there is no elevation for the road.  Mr. Wilcox indicated the last time they were here they addressed the issue of the pipe.  Commissioner Roller noted the Commission has spent so much time on these issues, and the questions the Commission has raised have not been answered, and there is so much information not provided on the topo plan.  She cited her frustration, noting she would be willing to deny this application without prejudice.  Mr. Wilcox felt they had addressed what they had been asked to address.  Chairman Ceppetelli suggested it was specifically stated that the farm pond was to be taken off the plan, and the questions coming up now are related to the farm pond; the Applicant is not providing enough information.  Mr. Wilcox replied that if you guys want more information about the pond, they talked to Len (Town Engineer Norton) and Len (Town Engineer Norton) addressed all the issues; Laurie Whitten (Town Planner) said there should be no problems; Len Norton (Town Engineer) said there should be no problems; his engineer said they addressed everything that was brought up; now you have questions on the pond.  Mr. Wilcox indicated he would “agree to eliminate the farm pond from this plan; the water can be pumped out of there.”  

Discussion continued regarding how the pipe was to be installed .  Mr. May suggested they had not yet established the process but could work that out with Town Engineer Norton when he reviews the outlet protection.  Commissioner Roloff referenced the plan being discussed during the presentation, noting it shows a riprap basin; she questioned if that is the same plan that the Commission had been provided in the file?  Mr. May suggested the Commission should refer to the new (11” x 17”) plan submitted tonight which shows the reductions.       

Chairman Ceppetelli requested the Commission outline the conditions they would like to see added to a potential approval motion.  The Commissioners provided the following recommendations: 1)
Elevations at both ends of outlet pipe to be shown on plans; 2)  Size of outlet pipe to be 24” and shown on plans as recommended by Town Engineer; and 3) Work associated with the farm pond to be removed from the plans. 

Chairman Ceppetelli called for a motion.

MOTION:
To APPROVE the Application of Lot 4, 5 and Parcel 2 Winkler Road WITH CONDITIONS - Application of Gerald Wilcox requesting to conduct regulated activities associated with clear cutting within the upland Review Area to convert land to farmland, installation of an access road and farm pond.  Total parcels are 3.23 acres, located on Winkler Road.  

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1)
Elevations at both ends of outlet pipe to be shown on plans.

2)
Size of outlet pipe to be 24” and shown on plans as recommended by Town 

Engineer.

3)
WORK ASSOCIATED WITH FARM POND TO BE REMOVED FROM PLANS.
Burnham moved/Osborn seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

LET THE RECORD SHOW Commissioner Koczera returned to service on the Board.

NEW APPLICATIONS TO BE RECEIVED/1)  87 East Road - Application of Richard M. Harrison Jr. requesting to conduct regulated activities associated with new home construction within the Upland Review Area.  Total parcel is 13.3 acres, to be served by a private well and septic system.  (65-day application period ends 12/05/08):

Chairman Ceppetelli read the description of this Item of Business.   Appearing to discuss this Application was Richard Harrison, of 124 Rye Street.  

Mr. Harrison reported the total parcel contains 13.3 acres and is located at 83 East Road.  The lot has been perked; they have received approval from the North Central Health District (NCHD).  The property slopes off, but he is not changing the topography of the land.  Chairman Ceppetelli questioned how far back Mr. Harrison was clearing the lot?   Mr. Harrison indicated the lot  is currently vegetated with trees; he is clearing back to the silt fencing.  Some of the trees have already been removed.  Commissioner Savaria suggested the plans should reflect the where the change of vegetation occurs.  Chairman Ceppetelli indicated Mr. Harrison is within the wetlands but is outside the regulated area.

Chairman Ceppetelli called for a motion to accept this Application.

MOTION:
To ACCEPT/RECEIVE the Application for 87 East Road - Application of Richard M. Harrison Jr. requesting to conduct regulated activities associated with new home construction within the Upland Review Area.  Total parcel is 13.3 acres, to be served by a private well and septic system.  

Koczera moved/Slate seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

Chairman Ceppetelli noted the Application will be continued until the Commission’s regularly scheduled November 5th Meeting.

MISCELLANEOUS:
Nothing presented this evening.

AGENT DECISIONS:
None.

VIOLATIONS (for action or show-cause hearing)/1)  10 Shoham Road (USA Hauling) - Status Update:

Chairman Ceppetelli noted the Commission had expected to see an Application coming through on this location this evening but nothing has been received in the Planning Office to date.

VIOLATIONS (for action or show-cause hearing)2)  45 Miller Road (Emil & Rita Mulnite - Clear cutting of trees immediately adjacent to the Dry Brook:

Chairman Ceppetelli noted investigation of this activity has determined same to be as-of-right; the owners were clearing dead trees.   Town Planner Whitten is comfortable the issue has been resolved. 

VIOLATIONS/222 North Road:

Commissioner Roloff noted she had observed approximately September 22nd that the owner of 222 North Road has been filling wetlands in the front of his property.   She indicated this has been an on-going issue with this property owner clearing out trees and then filling the wetlands area in front of his house; she estimated 2’ of fill has been added to the wetlands.  The property is located on a corner near the intersection of Melrose Road and North Road; Commissioner Roloff suggested this is a violation which will cause problems during the Winter.  She questioned what could be done to rectify the situation?

Chairman Ceppetelli suggested the Commission can request Town Planner Whitten to send the owner a Letter of Violation and ask that they appear before the Commission to present an application for the work already done.  He indicated this is not only an issue of 

filling wetlands but is also a drainage issue which will affect abutters.  

Commissioner Osborn suggested part of the problem is lack of maintenance of the ditch along the road by the State.  Commissioner Koczera felt the property next door has been blocking the drainage ditch and is blocking number 222.  Commissioner Roloff reiterated that the continuous filling causes a situation where there is no place for the water to go; Yosky Road is nearby and the area is shaded by pine trees.  Discussion continued regarding documentation that the area is in fact wetlands, and past history of the drainage issues.

MOTION:
To request Town Planner Whitten to send the owner a Letter of Violation regarding fill deposited in wetlands and request they appear before the Commission with an application for the work already done.

Roloff moved/Osborn seconded/

VOTE:  
In Favor:  
Osborn/Savaria/Sawka/Slate/Roloff/Burnham



Opposed: 
No one



Abstained: 
Koczera

STATUS REPORTS/1)  Newberry Village - Site Inspections:

Chairman Ceppetelli cited a letter in the Commissioner’s packets from Town Planner Whitten.  The Commission had requested at the previous meeting that Town Planner Whitten contact George Logan, a third party consultant for this Application, to request that he appear before the Commission at this meeting to give a status report.  Due to miscommunication Mr. Logan is not present this evening; Town Planner Whitten will try to schedule Mr. Logan’s appearance at the Commission’s next meeting.

CONFERENCES/SEMINARS/TRAINING/1)  Board Development - Training/Topics Schedule:  I.  2008 Municipal Inland Wetlands Commissioners Training Program: Segment III:

Commissioner Savaria indicated he would like to attend this training.  Deputy Selectman Hayes, the Board of Selectman’s liaison for this Commission, spoke from the audience.  He indicated that discussion has occurred at other Commission meetings that training, especially for Boards such as this with regard to the decisions to be made, should be almost mandatory.  Deputy Selectman Hayes briefly referenced his opinion on requirements imposed on applicants by the Commission, and the cost of those items relative to the application.

CONFERENCES/SEMINARS/TRAINING/1)  Board Development - Training/Topics Schedule:  II.  Stream Crossing Guidelines from the CTDEP:

Provided for the Commission to be read on their own time.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Chairman Ceppetelli noted that at the previous Meeting Commissioner Roloff had been requested to contact CTDEP regarding the status of violations against Jim Balch for property at South Main Street.  Commissioner Roloff indicated she spoke with Michael Farr of the CTDEP, who outlined the various stages of the process for her, and identified the stage at which this issue stands.  Mr. Farr has been requested to copy this Commission on any documentation/correspondence sent to Mr. Balch.

MOTION:
To GO BACK INTO THE AGENDA ORDER and consider Approval of Minutes.

Savaria moved/Burnham seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

APPROVAL OF M INUTES - 9/3/2008:

MOTION:
To APPROVE the Minutes of Regular Meeting dated September 3, 2008 with the following amendments:  

Page 7:  CONTINUED APPLICATIONS OR BUSINESS/3)  Wapping Road -Application of the Town of East Windsor ........ paragraph 2, first sentence:  “Town Engineer Norton noted this road suffers much water and ice build up during the Winter season.”

Page 9:  MISCELLANEOUS:  Bullet 1:  “Commissioner Roloff questioned if abutters are notified if an application is presented which has the potential to significantly impact their 

property?  Wetlands Agent Bednaz reported this issue has been a topic of discussion many times.  There is no Statutory requirement regarding notification of abutters for a public MEETING; publication of Legal Notices is only required for Public Hearing.   Abutters would have to petition for a Public Hearing within the 15 day appeal period for an application,  and don’t know of the application before that time  and abutters may not be aware of the application before the deadline..........”

Osborn moved/Slate seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION:
To ADJOURN this Meeting at 10:18 p.m.

Sawka moved/Osborn seconded/VOTE:  In Favor:  Unanimous

Respectfully subbmitted:_________________________________________________________

Peg Hoffman, Recording Secretary, Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourse Agency

