ELDERLY COMMISSION MEETING

May 23, 2005 at 11:30 am

Town Hall

Meeting Minutes of May 23, 2005:

Present:  Claire Badstubner (Chairman), Catherine Drouin, H. Stuart Woodard, Cheryl  Littlefield, Carol Madore (Tax Assessor), Elizabeth Burns (Municipal Agent).

Absent:  Karen Boutin

Meeting was called to order at 11:40am by Claire Badstubner, Chairman.

Minutes from April 25, 2005 meeting were read by Christine Pellegrini (Recording Secretary).  A motion to accept the minutes as submitted was made by Claire Badstubner (Chairman) and seconded by Catherine Drouin 

The first order of business was to further discuss the feasibility for Elderly Tax Relief.

Elizabeth Burns (Municipal Agent) informed the committee that she sent a letter to Linda Roberts on May 17, 2005 formally requesting to be put on the agenda for the next Board of Selectman meeting regarding an extension of the deadline for the initial report on Tax Credits or Tax Deferrals until January, 2006.  Elizabeth states that she has received a verbal “ok” from Linda Roberts, but not a formal “ok” as of this point.

Carol Madore (Tax Assessor) presented the committee with updated information in regards to the town’s elderly population.  She now has a listing of all the elderly citizens with everyone on the program now.  There are 170 people, both elderly and disabled, at varying levels of income.  

Carol handed out copies of the Tax Relief plans currently in place for Somers and Windsor Locks.  Carol noted that Windsor Locks recently completed theirs and that their Board of Finance decides the level.

It was reviewed that the East Windsor income limits are as follows:  Married $33,000, Single $27,100.  Carol commented that changing these levels would most likely add people to the qualifying list as some people missed the list by only a couple hundred dollars.

Claire Badstubner (Chairman) suggested that the committee sets limits in terms of looking at other towns’ sample programs.  Claire stressed we should look to comparable towns in terms of population.  Also, limiting the number of samples to 4-5 surrounding towns may be easier for the committee to begin establishing parameters for East Windsor’s elderly tax relief plan.  It was noted that Ellington does not have a program in place.

Elizabeth suggested we also look at towns that do Tax Deferrals so that the committee can get a balanced look between a credit program and a deferral program.

Elizabeth noted that the committee will hold a public hearing in November, 2005.  Two sessions will be held – at the Senior Center in the morning and later in the day possibly at the Town Hall Annex.  She is suggesting that the presentation of the program be simplified.

It was suggested by Elizabeth that the committee uses a population level of 12,500 in determining an elderly tax relief plan.  This is a number currently used by the town’s health department.

Carol reviewed Madison, CT’s current plan to show that there are varying aspects taken into consideration when developing a tax relief program.  Specific criteria Madison considers that may be helpful to East Windsor’s decisions are a person’s income level and also how long that person has been a resident, for example.

Elizabeth recommended that of the 4-5 town comparisons, the committee should narrow it to two towns using a tax deferral program and two towns using a tax credit program.  

Elizabeth and Carol informed the committee that East Windsor is comprised of approximately 40% commercial properties and 60% residential properties and that this information will be helpful when compiling comparable towns’ tax relief programs.  Carol stated that she will work hard to find comparable towns in terms of a strong commercial/industrial base, however, that towns’ population may be higher, but it is important to take into consideration the level of commercial/industrial real estate in finding a good balance.

Carol invited all committee members to e-mail her with any other town criteria she should consider during her search for comparable towns.  She will, however, contact Enfield, Ellington and South Windsor because residents may be interested in what abutting towns are currently doing.

Carol also commented that the committee needs to take into consideration (when developing a program) that the towns’ program will change every year as the state’s program changes due to the cost of living.

Carol also mentioned that other assets, besides adjusted gross income and social security, could be taken into account in the program.  For example, the Town of Somers takes into consideration a person’s land & building, stocks/bonds, motor vehicles and/or second home (assets not generating income) for their program.

Claire suggested inviting assessors (or office staff) from other towns to further explain their programs.  Carol will try, however, felt that they (assessors) may not take time away to speak to the committee when they have already sent information to us.

In regards to new business, the committee has decided to elect a vice chairman.  A motion was made by H. Stuart Woodard to elect Catherine Drouin as vice chairman.  The motion was seconded by Cheryl Littlefield.  Catherine Drouin has accepted the position.

The next meeting will be June 27, 2005 at 11:30am at Town Hall.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Christine Pellegrini

Recording Secretary

