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EAST WINDSOR WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY
Confined Space Training with Broad Brook Fire Department

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Broad Brook Fireman during Confined Space Training.

On November 19, 2009 the East Windsor WPCA and
the Broad Brook Fire Department practiced Confined
Space Entry Training.  This works out well for the
Fire Department, since the WPCA has the proper
equipment and a good “confined space” to train in.
The training session also works out well for the
WPCA as it allows us to train people from scratch,
not experienced wastewater operators who have been
practicing safe confined space entry habits for years.
This makes us think deeper about the process, which
is beneficial for a good safety program.

Not yet halfway to the bottom of the pump station can.

WPCA uses an entrant and an attendant, but the firemen
utilize “One man in, two out”.  The attendants outside the
space must have contact with the entrant at all times, utilizing
visual, radio or other communications.

We were told that the Jr Firefighters present had very
little if any Confined Space Training prior to this
night.  We began our instruction inside the Generator
Building covering the following points, as well as a
question-answer period to help us discern the group’s
level of understanding.

What is a Confined Space, and how do we recognize
one.

Normal atmospheric conditions (Oxygen, Toxic and
Explosive on our American Scientific Gas Monitor)
versus Hazardous Atmospheres.

The need for continuous, forced air ventilation at all
times.
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Other dangers and hazards not typically thought of,
such as electrocution, fall hazards, pneumatic
hazards, etc.

Responsibilities of the Attendant.

• Number of Entrants
• Hazard Recognition
• Communication
• Rescue

Responsibilities of the Entrant

• Hazard Recognition
• Communication
• Protective Equipment
• Self-Rescue

And, of course the many other safety precautions
mandatory for proper and safe confined space entry.

The firefighters impressed us with their enthusiasm
and preparedness.  Marc Brennan and I hope we
were able to provide some wisdom to all
participants.  This was our second opportunity to
train with this group; we look forward to the next.

Edward Alibozek, Acting Superintendent WPCA
December 2009


