
Board Of Selectmen 

Regular Meeting 12/20/16 

 

1 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR 

11 RYE STREET 

EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: Robert Maynard, Richard P. Pippin, Jr., Steve Dearborn, Dale Nelson and 

Jason E. Bowsza 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

First Selectman Robert Maynard called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m., in the East Windsor 

Town Hall, 11 Rye Street, East Windsor, Connecticut. 

 

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Everyone present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

3.  AGENDA APPROVAL 
 

Mr. Maynard requested to add an item to the Agenda. Mr. Maynard stated that Lenny from 

Public Works can get road salt for $5 less a ton from Mr. Dearborn. He is currently getting it 

through the State and figures he needs 500-1000 tons. Mr. Maynard says this is not normally 

something to be put on an Agenda but because it is coming from Mr. Dearborn he thought it 

should be discussed. It is about a $5000 savings for the Town. Mr. Maynard entertained a 

MOTION to put it on the Agenda and Mr. Dearborn said he would SECONDED it but no one 

actually made the motion. During the discussion Mr. Pippin stated there may be some sort of 

ethics violation and should be checked out with the Town Attorney. Mr. Dearborn stated there is 

no ethics violation because it will be obtained through Ryan Industries, LLC. Mr. Pippin stated 

that Mr. Dearborn should not make a MOTION or vote on this matter. Mr. Dearborn withdrew 

his non-motion and Mr. Pippin stated they should talk to the Town Attorney before discussing 

this matter. It will be put on the next Agenda. 

 

Mr. Bowsza asked for an item to be added to the Agenda, he wants a paneling Committee to be 

put in place for labor contract negotiations per the Charter Section 9-3.  

 

MOTION made by (Bowsza) SECONDED by (Nelson) to add item 11F Labor Contract 

Negotiations Paneling Committee to the Agenda for December 20, 2016.  

  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin    Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 
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MOTION made by (Bowsza) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve the Agenda, for the 

December 20, 2016 meeting of the Board of Selectmen, as amended, adding agenda item 11F 

Labor Contract Negotiations Paneling Committee.  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin    Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

4.  ATTENDANCE 
 

Robert Maynard, First Selectman 

Richard P. Pippin, Jr., Deputy First Selectman 

Jason E. Bowsza, Selectman 

Dale Nelson, Selectwoman 

Steve Dearborn, Selectman 

 

5.  PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES 

 

Mr. Maynard reminded everyone not to interrupt people when they have the floor and only to 

speak when recognized. Mr. Maynard stated there was a “cheat sheet” in the meeting packet for 

the Board.  

 

6.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

MOTION made by (Nelson) and SECONDED by (Bowsza) to accept the Regular Meeting 

Minutes from the December 6, 2016 meeting with the fixing of a few small typos. 

Discussion:  Mr. Pippin noted that on page 11 of the December 6, 2016 Minutes there was a 

rebuttal from him left off. The rebuttal was to come after the comments of James Barton. He felt 

this needed to be looked into and that his comments needed to be on record.  

Mrs. Nelson stated a few typos that needed to be fixed: Page 9, Scantic River was misspelled and 

Page 10, id should be is and Calamar was misspelled.  

In Favor: NONE   Opposed: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Motion: FAILED 

MOTION made by (Pippin) and SECONDED by (Bowsza) to accept the Regular Meeting 

Minutes from the December 6, 2016 meeting, after the corrections are made, at the next meeting.  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin    Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

Corrections have been made and can be read hereto attached as Attachment A (3 pages). Per 

request of Mr. Pippin, only the pages with corrections were attached. 
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7.  COMMUNICATIONS 

 Mr. Maynard read the 2016 Scout Hall Christmas Letter outlining what they have done 

throughout the past year. 

8.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

  Paul Anderson, Main Street- asked the Board of Selectmen to stop bringing up the same 

subjects later on during the meetings. He says it drags out the meeting on for about an extra hour. 

It gets redundant and he sometimes wonders why he is attending the meetings. Once a subject is 

thoroughly discussed it should not be brought up again. Mr. Bowsza asked to clarify if it was 

week to week or at the same meeting. He was told it was at the same meeting. Mr. Maynard 

stated that he appreciated Mr. Anderson’s presence at the meetings. 

Cathy Pippin- She stated she wanted to second Mr. Anderson’s comments because she is sick of 

hearing about the District. The decision was made long before the Committee was made and we 

are hit with it and hit with it. She stated, “Hey, you are on your own stay there. I am fine with it.” 

9.  BOARD AND COMMISIONS RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 

 A. Resignations:  

NONE 

 B. Reappointments:  

 

MOTION made by (Pippin) and SECONDED by (Nelson) to accept the reappointment of, 

Brenda Crockett (U), to the BMX Skate Park Committee, as a regular member, for a term 

expiring 6/16/2018.  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

 

MOTION made by (Nelson) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to accept the reappointment of, 

Elizabeth Burns (D), to the Elderly Commission, as a regular member, for a term expiring 

12/31/2018.  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

 

MOTION made by (Pippin) and SECONDED by (Nelson) to accept the reappointment of, Cathy 

Drouin (D), to the Elderly Commission, as a regular member, for a term expiring 12/31/2019.  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

. 
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MOTION made by (Nelson) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to accept the reappointment of, Nancy 

Thurston (R), to the Elderly Commission (with thanks), as a regular member, for a term expiring 

12/31/2018.  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

             C. New Appointments:  

 

MOTION made by (Pippin) and SECONDED by (Nelson) to accept the new appointment of, Ed 

Filipone (R), to the Veterans Commission, as a honorary member, for a life term, as of  2/1/2017.  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

Selectwoman Nelson wished to thank everyone that stepped up and volunteered to be on a 

committee. 

 

10.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Maynard reminded everyone not to interrupt people when they have the floor and only to 

speak when recognized. 

 

A. East Windsor’s 250th Anniversary Commission Report: 

 

Rebecca Talamini reported that everything was moving forward and they updated their website 

over the last few weeks, they are still working on it. Mr. Maynard pulled up the website for 

everyone to take a quick look at. They are still waiting for the merchandise to come in, hopefully 

before the New Year’s Day Hike. She stated they are scheduled to be delivered somewhere 

between December 23-28. She stated they will be updating the subcommittees next week. They 

are going to be looking for new members for next year to help with the big events.  

 

 

B. Broad Brook Mill Site Remediation: 

 

Mr. Maynard read a letter from Matthew Panciera regarding Broad Brook Mill Update. Mr. 

Maynard stated that they made arrangements to meet as requested in the letter. They will be 

meeting with the Town Engineer, Town Building Inspector and UTAS at the site on Thursday 

December 22, 2016 at 9 a.m. Mr. Maynard stated that things were moving forward. A discussion 

ensued. 

 

Mrs. Nelson asked if a report would be at the next meeting and Mr. Maynard said that it would. 
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11.  New Business 

 

A. Discussion of Norcap 12 Solar Farm: 

 

A representative came and did a presentation on the 2 proposed solar farms. Norcap North is 

located just north of the capped landfill and is about 12 acres. Norcap South is located just south 

of the capped landfill and is about 11 acres. There will be a berm in front so it will not be visible. 

Norcap North is even more remote than Norcap South so it will not be visible at all. There is 

very little to no noise from them. A lengthy discussion followed. Most of the discussion revolved 

around the removal at the end of the life of the panels. It was a very basic overview of the 

project. They passed out a new map, to see the map it is hereto attached as Attachment B (1 

page). 

 

MOTION made by (Nelson) to allow Lodestar Energy to develop Norcap facilities for the use of 

solar farms to be in existence over the next thirty years with a caveat at the end of the projects 

life that they be removed. 

 

MOTION WITHDRAWN 

 

MOTION made by (Bowsza) and SECONDED by (Nelson) to submit a letter of support to the 

siting council for the Lodestar Energy solar project located on the Norcap property.  

 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

MOTION made by (Bowsza) and SECONDED by (Pippin) the Town’s approval should include 

a removal provision when the project has reached the end of its useful life. 

 

MOTION WITHDRAWN 

 

MOTION made by (Bowsza) and SECONDED by (Pippin) the Board of Selectmen request of 

the East Windsor Planning and Zoning Commission that as a condition of approval, the Town, 

through the Planning and Zoning Commission, require a condition to restore the property to a 

useful condition at the end of the projects useful life. 

 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

B. Discussion of Crumbling Foundations Memo from Assessor: 

Carol Madore, Assessor spoke about the crumbling foundations in East Windsor. Currently there 

are three properties with crumbling foundations. One property has been repaired and sold and the 

other two have applied and will receive a reduction on the current Grand List for 2016.  She 

asked the Board to waive the building permit fees for these properties and any other properties 
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yet to come forward. She stated the packets in the Agenda packets outline what is going on with 

crumbling foundations.  A discussion ensued. Mr. Maynard stated that Mr. Pippin had brought an 

Ordinance from the Town of Manchester about waiving permit fees. To read the Ordinance 

hereto attached as Attachment C (2 pages). Mr. Maynard stated the Town will waive the permit 

fees.  

MOTION made by (Pippin) SECONDED by (Bowsza) to approve this business of not charging 

permit fees for the defective foundations  and its ideas and move to put it on the Agenda for the 

Board of Selectmen for final approval after review from the Town Attorney.  

 In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

C. Discussion of Community Renewal Team (CRT) Funding: 

Mr. Maynard received a letter asking for $7,173 for a shortfall from the Community Renewal 

Team stating it needed the money by January 1, 2017. Mr. Maynard went over the packet that 

was in the Agenda packet and then presented a new packet of emails about the meeting that is to 

take place To read the emails hereto attached as Attachment D (4 pages). Mr. Maynard stated 

that the January 1, 2017 deadline is non-existent at this time. A discussion ensued. Mr. Bowsza 

asked Mr. Maynard if he was planning on attending the meeting and he said he was hoping to 

attend and he thought the meeting was going to be after the first of the year.  

D. Approval of Board of Selectmen Meeting Dates for 2017: 

After a discussion it was decided that the meeting on Tuesday, July 4, 2017 would be move to 

Thursday, July 6, 2017 and the meeting on Tuesday, November 7, 2017 would be held on 

Thursday, November 9, 2017. 

MOTION made by (Pippin) and SECONDED by (Nelson) to adopt the dates for the 2017 Board 

of Selectmen Regular Meetings, as amended. 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

E.  Approval of Tax Refunds: 

 

MOTION made by (Nelson) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve all of the Tax Refunds in 

the amount of $115.96. 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin    Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

F. Labor Contract Negotiations Paneling Committee: 

MOTION made by (Bowsza) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to appoint a collective bargaining 

committee to represent the Town in collective bargaining with the Supervisors, Clerical and 
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Public Works Unions. The committee should consist of the First Selectman, Town Treasurer, 

Town Attorney and a member of the Board of Finance, to be selected by that Board.  

Mr. Maynard stated he did not want Josh Hawks-Ladd as the Attorney. Mr. Maynard wanted to 

know who is in charge of the negotiations. Mr. Bowsza stated that the Board of Selectmen is 

ultimately in charge of the outcome of the negotiations. Mr. Maynard stated that if he is not in 

charge of the negotiations he does not want to be part of the negotiations. Mr. Bowsza then 

explained how the process worked and Mr. Maynard wanted to know what would happen if the 

panel could not agree. He wanted to know what would happen if two people want one thing and 

the other two want another, like a hung jury. Mr. Pippin stated that if they needed direction they 

could come to the Board of Selectmen in Executive Session and discuss it there.  

Mr. Maynard stated that Attorney Hawks-Ladd takes direction from the Legal Subcommittee. 

That point was disputed by Selectmen Pippin and Nelson; they stated he takes direction from the 

Board of Selectmen. Mr. Maynard then asked what the Legal Subcommittee does.  

Mr. Dearborn stated that he has sat in on many negotiations and four is not a good number. Mr. 

Maynard then asked if he wanted to sit on the committee and he said yes he would. Mr. Maynard 

stated he thought that was a good idea. 

Mr. Bowsza then read the Resolution as to what the Legal Subcommittee does. Then Mr. 

Maynard stated he wanted all of the Resolutions read out loud. Mr. Bowsza then read them all.  

Mr. Maynard then wanted to know what would happen if the committee wanted to have Attorney 

Hawks-Ladd check something and he thought it wasn’t in what he thought was the best interest 

of the Town and goes to the Legal Subcommittee and the Board of Selectmen. Mr. Bowsza then 

described how the negotiations work. 

Mr. Maynard stated he could not be responsible for the outcome of the negotiations if Attorney 

Hawks-Ladd is on the committee. Mr. Maynard then went on to discuss how he did not want 

Attorney Hawks-Ladd to be the Town Counsel and when he was first elected and he agreed 

because the Board thought there should be someone experienced. It has been a year and he wants 

new Counsel and if the Board would vote to allow him to go to RFP to look for new Counsel that 

would be a good thing. Mr. Maynard stated he is a good First Selectman and will continue to be 

a good First Selectman for the next three years. He does not want Josh Hawks-Ladd to be Town 

Counsel for the next three years. 

Mr. Bowsza called for a Point of Order and stated that the question on the table is the 

appointment of the Committee. Mr. Maynard thanked him for stating that.  

Mr. Bowsza then restated the MOTION and asked who SECONDED it and was told Mr. Pippin 

did.  Mr. Maynard stated he was discussing the MOTION.  
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Mr. Maynard then stated that he had asked Attorney Hawks-Ladd for names from his firm that 

could represent the Town for negotiations. He stated that he would be happy to do that but has 

not given Mr. Maynard a list as of yet.  

Mr. Maynard stated that there is a problem with the Legal Subcommittee and a problem with 

Josh Hawks-Ladd and what is being done here is going to cause major problems. 

Mr. Bowsza moved to Call the Question. Mr. Maynard then asked what the rules were about 

what kind of vote was needed to Call the Question. He wanted to know if it was a two-thirds vote 

or majority vote. Mr. Bowsza stated it was a two-thirds vote and Mr. Maynard agreed. 

Mr.Maynard asked all In Favor to Call the Question  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson and R. Pippin   Opposed: Dearborn and Maynard   

Motion: In Question 

Mr. Maynard stated that the vote was only sixty percent and not two-thirds vote so it didn’t pass. 

Mr. Bowsza stated that it was a seventy-five percent vote because Mr. Maynard could only vote 

to break a tie. Mr. Maynard then stated he could vote anytime he wanted to and he wanted to. 

Mr. Pippin stated that the Town needs to have someone very experienced in these negotiations 

and not have some inexperienced Joe from down the street. They will hold the Town to 

everything they say. 

After a short discussion Mr. Maynard stated that they were getting into Josh Hawks-Ladd’s 

performance as an attorney and he wasn’t sure if they wanted to get into something like that in an 

open session. Mrs. Nelson stated that Josh Hawks-Ladd had to be present to discuss his 

performance and it had to be done in Executive Session.  

Mr. Bowsza called for a Point of Order to limit the discussion to the appointment of the 

Committee.  

Mr. Maynard stated that Mr. Bowsza could withdraw the motion and he said he could but he 

wouldn’t. 

After a discussion Mr. Bowsza called for a Point of Order again then there was a heated 

discussion. 

MOTION made by (Dearborn) SECONDED by (Maynard) to postpone this matter until January 

3, 2017. 

In Favor: S. Dearborn and R. Maynard   Opposed: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson and R. Pippin   

 Motion: FAILED 
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It was stated you cannot require a person to be part of a committee. 

 

MOTION made by (Bowsza) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to appoint a collective bargaining 

committee to represent the Town in collective bargaining with the Supervisors, Clerical and 

Public Works Unions. The committee should consist of the First Selectman, Town Treasurer, 

Town Attorney and a member of the Board of Finance, to be selected by that Board.  

Mr. Bowsza AMENDED his MOTION to say “a member of the Board of Selectmen” rather than 

the First Selectman. Mr. Pippin SECONDED the AMENDMENT. 

Vote on AMENDING the MOTION: 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

Vote on the AMENDED MOTION: 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

MOTION made by (Bowsza) SECONDED by (Pippin) to appoint Dale Nelson to the 

Negotiating Committee. 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson and R. Pippin   Opposed: S. Dearborn   Motion: PASSED 

MOTION made by (Pippin) to pay a stipend to the person serving on the committee. 

NO SECOND: MOTION FAILED. 

12.  SELECTMEN COMMENTS AND REPORT 

A.  Richard Pippin, Jr. 

Mr. Pippin stated he attended the American Heritage River Commission and the donations and 

decal sales are the same as have been going on. Trails are ok, four new signs have been put up on 

the trails, water testing is continuing monthly. Scantic River State Park Trail still clean. They 

made $94 on bottle and cans from the receptacles. The Melrose Bridge Grant could not be 

proposed as originally designed because of deterioration on the bridge. They came up with an 

alternate plan and the Grant did get done with seconds to spare. They December work party will 

be on December 26, 2016 dependent on weather. New Year’s Day Hike and the banner is up and 

the Democratic Town Committee will be giving out free hot chocolate.  

 

Planning and Zoning Mr. Bowsza will be reporting on. 

 

The Inland and Wetlands Commission had the same proposal presented by Lodestar Energy that 

was given tonight. They had their election of officers. The new Farm Roads Regulations are 
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defined now “as of right” you can fill the wetlands, anything but the actual water. It is an “as of 

right”. 

    

 

B.  Steve Dearborn 

 

Selectman Dearborn stated calling hours for Bob Leech’s wife will be held 5-8 p.m. tomorrow 

night at 51 East Main Street, Stafford Springs.  

 

Selectman Dearborn also wanted to tell everyone to have a Merry Christmas. 

 

C.  Jason E. Bowsza 

 

Selectman Bowsza read his report hereto attached as Attachment E (1 page). 

 

D. Dale A. Nelson 

 

Selectwoman Nelson read her report hereto attached as Attachment F (1 page). 

 

She also was wondering if there was a better way of getting communications because there was 

an invitation from the Broad Brook Fire Department for their Annual Banquet dated 11/11/16 but 

she just got with her Agenda Packet for the 12/20/16 BOS Meeting. The event had already 

happened and she would have liked to have gone because it is a fun event. Mr. Maynard said 

they would look into it. 

   

E. Robert Maynard 

 

Mr. Maynard stated the only thing he had to say was Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 

everyone, enjoy the holidays and be safe. 

 

13.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (Another opportunity for the public to make comments) 

 

Tom Talamini- asked that since it all changed hands down at the Mill were they still going to 

have a presentation. Mr. Maynard stated that they were sometime in February after things had 

settled down and the transition they would come talk to the Town. 

 

Cathy Pippin- stated that as the wife of Dick Pippin, who was a firefighter for thirty-eight years, 

is very, very fed up with the Barton Men picking on her husband every single week. It should 

have stopped a long time ago. Dick has served the Town well and has saved many lives and gone 

out in the worst weather and come home soaking wet. For them to debase him in public at every 
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meeting she is ashamed of them. They wonder why Broad Brook and Warehouse Point have 

issues. They ask for all this stuff for free then come in and debase him, she wants it to stop. They 

have their money, they have it up front, we did what was wisest for them because they nagged 

and begged to let them have the tax money, they got it. They are to stop picking on her husband 

in public. 

 

Steve Dearborn- made an offer to put on the fireworks display, with a few other people, for the 

250th celebration so it won’t cost the Committee anything so they can use that money elsewhere. 

Dale Nelson and Rebecca Talamini both thanked him.   

 

14.  SIGNATURES FOR APPROVAL OF CHECK REGISTERS 

 

Completed 

 

15.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

MOTION made by (Pippin) and SECONDED by (Dearborn) that the Board of Selectmen enter 

into Executive Session at 9:40 p.m. pursuant to C.G.S. Section1-200(6)(e) 1-210 subsection (b)1 

negotiations to include Carol Madore.  

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None    Motion: PASSED 

MOTION made (Nelson) and SECONDED (Bowsza) to approve the settlement agreement for 

Balch Bridge Street Corporation vs. Town of East Windsor in accordance with the Town 

Assessor’s recommendation to reduce the fair market value of real property located at 168 

Bridge Street by 4.4% for the Grand List of October 1, 2015. 

 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

 

16.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by (Pippin) and SECONDED by (Dearborn) to adjourn the meeting at 9:56 p.m. 

In Favor: J. Bowsza, D. Nelson, S. Dearborn and R. Pippin   Opposed: None   Motion: PASSED 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rebecca D’Amicol, Recording Secretary 
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