
 TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

 

Regular Meeting  

 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

East Windsor, Connecticut 

 

Meeting held via ZOOM Teleconference 

Meeting ID:  332 683 3563 

Town Hall closed to the Public by 

Executive Order of First Selectman Jason E. Bowsza 

Due to Coronavirus pandemic 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

*****Minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting*****  

 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

Present: Regular Members Rebecca Talamini (Chairman), Alan Baker, Kurt 

Kebschull, Richard Osborn (Secretary), Richard P. Pippin, Jr (Vice 

Chairman), and Michael Sawka. 

 

Unable to Attend:  All members of the Commission are present this evening. 

    

Guests (as identified on meeting participation list):  First Selectman Bowsza hosted 

the meeting.  Robert Arsenault, Scott Cota, Randy Clifton, President,  

Newberry Village Homeowners Association; Jim Redinger, Secretary, 

Newberry Village Homeowners Association, Ian Neill, Karen. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:    

 

Chairman Talamini called the March 3, 2021 Regular Meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  The 

Meeting is being held via teleconference due to closure of the Town Hall to the Public as 

the result of the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM: 

 

Chairman Talamini  noted the establishment of a quorum with 5 Regular and 1 Alternate 

Members as noted above.  All Regular Members will sit in on votes this evening via 

video conference. 

 .   .     

Also in attendance was Wetlands Agent Ruth Calabrese. 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

Everyone stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS: 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese requested the addition under AGENT REVIEW AND 

DECISIONS, item 1) Public Works storm drainage project for the Town of East  

Windsor. 

 

MOTION: To ADD to the Agenda under AGENT REVIEW AND DECISIONS,  

  item 1) Public Works storm drainage project for the Town of East  

Windsor. 

 

Pippin moved/Osborn seconded/DISCUSSION:  None. 

VOTE: In Favor: Baker/Kebschull/Osborn/Pippin/Talamini 

  (No one opposed/No abstentions) 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES/1.  January 6, 2021 – Regular Meeting: 

 

MOTION: To ACCEPT the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Inland   

  Wetlands and Watercourse Agency dated January 6, 2021 as   

  presented. 

 

Osborn moved/Pippin seconded/DISCUSSION:  None. 

VOTE: In Favor: Baker/Kebschull/Osborn/Pippin/Talamini 

  (No one opposed/No abstentions) 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES/2.  February 3, 2021 – Regular Meeting: 

 

Chairman Talamini noted there are no minutes to approve as the meeting was cancelled 

due to technical difficulties while signing in.  No business was discussed…. 

 

NEW APPLICATIONS TO BE RECEIVED/1)  IWWA 1-2021-1 – Scott Cota – 124 

Newberry Road – Request for permit to construct a 9,000 square foot commercial 

building with associated parking.   M-1 Zone, Map 104, Block 19, Lot 0158: 

 

Scott Cota, owner/applicant, and Bob Arsenault, P.E., representing Mr. Cota, joined the 

Commission. 

 

Mr. Arsenault reported the parcel, located on Newberry Road, contains 5.31 acres, 1.3 of 

which is wetlands, and is zoned M-1.  The wetlands have been delineated by Mike  
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Grannulati; we now have a new soil scientist, Rich Zulik, who will prepare a wetlands 

assessment.   There is no actual wetlands disturbance, while .92 acres of disturbance will 

occur in the upland area.   The proposal is for a 9,000 square foot contractor’s    building 

and storage area, and 18 parking spaces.  There will be a water detention basin to the rear.   

Mr. Arsenault indicated they’ll be over-excavating the detention basin to provide for 

water quality treatment;  there will be zero increase in run off.   The water quality volume 

required for the project is 2,225 cubic feet; we’re providing 3,300 cubic feet.  Mr. Cota 

indicated he currently has a shop on Route 5; he’ll be moving that operation to this 

location. 

 
Wetlands Agent Calabrese noted the stormwater will sheet flow into the area for the 

proposed detention basin; the outflow will go into an enhanced area that’s proposed to 

have wetlands plantings.   As the wetlands are currently delineated, this area would be 

adjacent to it.   The parcel is relatively flat.   Mr. Arsenault concurred, noting they are 

over-excavating for sedimentation control.   Rick Zulik, the soil scientist, will be 

preparing a planting schedule for the enhancement area.  We have zero increase in run off 

for all storms.  Mr. Arsenault indicated he has received a memo from Town Engineer 

Norton regarding several recommendations; those comments will be addressed. 

 

Chairman Talamini queried the Commissioners for comments. 

 

Commissioner Pippin felt they did a thorough job on the plans.  He indicated the 

Commission will be looking for Town Engineer Norton’s response. 

 

Commissioner Baker cited Mr. Arsenault’s mentioned that Mr. Zulik has not completed 

the wetlands delineation?  Mr. Arsenault clarified that the original delineation was done 

by Mike Grannulati; they would like to keep with that delineation as it’s part of the 

original subdivision  Mr. Zulik will review that delineation and give an assessment of the 

enhancement area and give a report of on the impact on the wetlands – if there is any.  

Chairman Talamini requested that Mr. Zulik’s report be submitted prior to the 

Commission’s April Meeting; Mr. Arsenault replied affirmatively. 

 

Commissioner Baker noted the plans show the construction of the building; are you 

planning to store equipment or materials outside after completing building?   Referencing 

the site plan, Mr. Arsenault indicated an area to the rear of the building which will be 

available for the storage of topsoil and materials.  Commissioner Baker questioned if, 

post construction, is there any plans for use of the open areas that are not being 

disturbed?  Mr. Arsenault referenced the gravel area to the rear of the proposed building, 

noting that would be for storage of materials and equipment.  Commissioner Baker 

suggested if there is any intention for something to be in that area it should be shown on 

the plan. 

 



TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

Regular Meeting – March 3, 2021 

ZOOM Teleconference 

Meeting ID:  332 683 3563 

MEETING MINUTES     

4 

 

Commissioner Pippin indicated he’ll be looking for Town Engineer Norton’s response. 

 

MOTION: To ACCEPT/RECEIVE Application IWWA 1-2021-1 – Scott Cota –  

  124 Newberry Road – Request for permit to construct a 9,000 square  

  foot commercial building with associated parking.   M-1 Zone, Map  

  104, Block 19, Lot 0158. 

 

Pippin moved/Baker seconded/DISCUSSION: None. 

VOTE: In Favor: Talamini/Baker/Kebschull/Osborn/Pippin 

  (No one opposed/No abstentions) 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: None. 

 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS: None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: None. 

 

AGENT REVIEW AND DECISIONS: 

 
Wetlands Agent Calabrese advised the Commission she received a visit from Town 

Engineer Norton regarding a proposed project on Tromley Road.  In the area of the curve 

on Tromley Road there’s an existing drainage swale; Town Engineer Norton is proposing 

to abandon the outfall and come across to the pipe referenced, and connect to a new 

outfall.    He also proposes to remove a paved area at the edge of the road and replace it 

with grass.  The area of the proposed work is wetlands soils. 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese questioned if she could review the work as an Agent Decision 

or is a full application necessary? 

 

Commissioner Baker questioned where the water would be draining to?  Wetlands Agent 

Calabrese indicated Town Engineer Norton would be replacing old catch basins.  

Commissioner Pippin recalled the water ponds in that area and then runs off into the 

field.  Commissioner Baker questioned that this an area of preserved land; he’s surprised 

there’s no water quality treatment in the area.   He felt whatever they do will be an 

improvement because it will have a sump in the bottom of the catch basin. 

 

The consensus of the Commission is for Wetlands Agent Calabrese to work with Town 

Engineer Norton as an Agent Decision (no motion). 

 

STATUS REPORT: 
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1) Inquiry on 3 Thompson Road: 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese reported she recently did a site visit at this 

location; no action has occurred to date.  She noted the permit gives the 

applicant 5 years to do the work, which was a remediation issue related to 

a detention basin.   Wetlands Agent Calabrese indicated their proposal is a 

good plan; work may have gotten delayed with the State.  Chairman 

Talamini noted this is the building next to Dunkin Donuts on Route 5; 

they were going to do that detention basin restoration project.  

Commissioner Baker indicated he had the same questions about this 

permit.    

 

VIOLATIONS: 

 

1)   297 North Road – Kement Notice of Violation: 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese reported at the Commission’s January Meeting 

we met with Mr. Kement.   The Commission made a motion for Mr. 

Kement to put in check dams near the river and stabilize the area.  She 

noted there has not been action on that work.  Chairman Talamini noted 

when she walked the trails a couple of weeks ago nothing had been 

started, but she noted we’ve experienced some bad weather recently. 

 

2)   8 Craftsman Road – Notice of Violation: 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese reported this was an issue of an eroding swale 

at this location.  There had been discussion of the property owner 

preparing a plan, which the WPCA will implement.   

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese reported the plans have been received; the 

proposal is to install  fabric liner and riprap in the swale, and check dams, 

and tighten the area up.   The damage may have been caused by a large 

tree which came down and caused the erosion.  The plan is to have WPCA 

oversee the restoration. 

 

Chairman Talamini queried the Commissioners for questions; no one had 

any comments to share.   

 

CONFERENCES/SEMINARS/TAINING: 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese reported on March 18, 2021 a webinar entitled “Land Use 

Basics” is available through UCONN’s Land Use Academy.  Anyone wishing to attend  
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should advise Wetlands Agent Calabrese. 

 

Commissioner Kebschull indicated he has already registered, and received a response.   

Chairman Talamini indicated she may be attending as well. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/1)  Response to letter sent to Newberry Village Association 

to clarify Best Management Practices for hazard tree removal in regulated areas: 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese recalled at a previous Commission Meeting discussion 

occurred regarding clarification of where contractors working for the Newberry 

Homeowners Association could drop trees near vernal pools.   The Commission’s 

preference was to have the trees removed without entering the vernal pool area; if work 

must be done within the vernal pool it was to occur when the ground was frozen. 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese reported she has received a response from Jim Redinger, 

representing the Newberry Village Homeowners Association, indicating they have done 

some clean up work; their contractor, Monster Tree Services, has finished the work. 

 

Mr. Redinger was present at the meeting.   As Secretary of the Newberry Homeowners 

Association  (HOA) he thanked the Commission for working with the HOA over the past 

two years while they’ve outlined protocols; the HOA will continue to follow the 

Commission’s advice.  Chairman Talamini Mr. Redinger for taking the Commission’s 

feedback and suggestions. 

 

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION/1)  Wetlands Violation Citation & Process, 

Ordinance – 2020: 

 

Discussion followed regarding the slides recently prepared by Commission members.    

 

Commissioner Pippin noted the proposed wetlands fee is a set number no matter how 

much area is disturbed; he felt it should be an “up to” amount, especially for violations in 

the uplands review area.   Chairman Talamini noted that language in already include in 

the fines schedule; it provides flexibility for the Commission to work with individuals. 

Commissioner Pippin indicated the average homeowner has no idea he’s caused 

problems; the static fee schedule doesn’t allow any flexibility.  Commissioner Baker 

indicated the schedule of fines is defined as a tiered fee structure on the slides prepared 

for the Board of Selectmen presentation.   He suggested the Commission has the 

discretion to adjust the fees if compliance is achieved. 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese asked if Commissioners Kebschull, Osborn, or Sawka had any 

comments.   No one requested to speak. 
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Chairman Talamini questioned if the Commission is ready to make a presentation to the 

Board of Selectmen on March 18th?  She noted the land use training Wetlands Agent 

Calabrese mentioned earlier is scheduled for the same time.  Commissioner Baker 

suggested requesting to be added to the Board of Selectmen’s April 1st Agenda.   

Chairman Talamini will confer with First Selectman Bowsza. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (Discussion  on non-Agenda items only): 

 

Randy Clifton, 7 Hickory Trail, Newberry Village:  Mr. Clifton questioned what Mr. 

Cota’s business will be?   Chairman Talamini reported Mr. Clifton owns a construction 

business; he’ll be constructing a building and storing equipment in the rear.  Mr. Clifton 

questioned if there would be any retail sales at the location?   Wetlands Agent Calabrese 

and Chairman Talamini replied negatively.  Mr. Clifton noted Newberry Village is an 

“over 55” community; he questioned if there would be outside lighting?  Commissioner 

Baker noted that after Mr. Cota receives Wetlands approval he’ll submit an application to 

the Planning and Zoning Commissions; those issues will be addressed during the PZC 

review.   

 

Jim Redinger, Newberry Village:   Mr. Redinger noted when discussion began between 

the Homeowners Association (HOA) and the Commission they had no idea of the 

protocols necessary.   He cited the Commission needs to have the discretion to work with 

the individual and a HOA if necessary, to mitigate the fines that serves the community.   

 

Commissioner Baker suggested Mr. Redinger attend the fees/fines presentation.  

Someone needs to get to a point of serious non-compliance for the fines to be initiated.   

Regarding Newberry Village, the Commission could have fined the developer while 

being agreeable to working with the HOA.  Chairman Talamini suggested someone needs 

to get to an extreme situation before reaching the fines stage.  She thanked Mr. Redinger 

for bringing his comments to the Commission. 

 

Randy Clifton, 7 Hickory Trail, Newberry Village: Mr. Clifton indicated he 

appreciates all the Commission does, you get so much money for doing this.   As 

President of the HOA he understands that.   Mr. Clifton thanked the Commission for 

working with them. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 1-200 (6)(b) – pending 

claims/litigation – Action possible: 

 

Chairman Talamini called for a motion to go into Executive Session. 

 
MOTION: To GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION, Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 1- 

  200 (6)(b) – pending claims/litigation at 7:40 p.m.   Attending the  
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  Executive Session will be Chairman Talamini, Commissioner Baker,  

  Commissioner Kebschull, Commissioner Osborn, and Commissioner  

  Pippin, Wetlands Agent Calabrese, and First Selectman Bowsza 

 

Pippin moved/Baker seconded/DISCUSSION: None. 

VOTE: In Favor: Talamini/Baker/Kebschull/Osborn/Pippin 

  (No one opposed/No Abstentions) 

 
LET THE RECORD SHOW the Recording Secretary signed out of the meeting at 7:40 

p.m. 

 

Chairman Talamini declared the Commission returned from Executive Session at 7:52 

p.m.   No actions to be taken this evening. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

MOTION: To ADJOURN this Meeting at 7:52 p.m. 

 

Pippin moved/Osborn seconded/ 

VOTE: In Favor: Talamini/Baker/Kebschull/Osborn/Pippin 

  (No one opposed/No abstentions) 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Peg Hoffman, Recording Secretary, Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Commission 


