
TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

 

Special Meeting – SHOW CAUSE HEARING 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 

East Windsor, Connecticut 

 

Meeting held via ZOOM Teleconference 

Meeting ID: 941 7813 6120 

Town Hall closed to the Public by 

Executive Order of First Selectman Jason E. Bowsza 

Due to Coronavirus pandemic 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

*****Minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting*****  

 

 

Chairman Talamini called the December 16, 2020 Special Meeting/SHOW CAUSE 

HEARING for 222 – 232 South Main Street, a/k/a Balch Bridge Street Corporation, to 

order at 7:10 p.m.  The Meeting is being held via teleconference due to closure of the 

Town Hall to the Public as the result of the coronavirus epidemic. 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM: 

 

Present: Regular Members Rebecca Talamini (Chairman), Richard Osborn 

(Secretary), Richard P. Pippin, Jr. (Vice Chairman), and Alternate 

Member Jamie Sydoriak. 

 

Unable to Attend:  Regular Members Alan Baker and Kurt Kebschull, and Alternate  

  Member Michael Sawka. 

    

Guests (as identified on meeting participation list):  Interim Town Planner Mike 

D’Amato hosted the meeting; Kathy Pippin. 

 

Chairman Talamini  noted the establishment of a quorum with 3 Regular and 1 Alternate 

Member as noted above.  All Members will sit in on votes this evening via video 

conference. 

 .   .     

Also in attendance was Wetlands Agent Ruthanne Calabrese. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

Everyone stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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SHOW CAUSE HEARING: 

 

1) 222 – 232 South Main Street – Balch Bridge Street Corporation – Cease 

and Correct Order: 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese advised the Commission she and Interim Town                   

Planner D’Amato met with the Attorney Diane Whitney, of Pullman and      

Comley to discuss Mr. Balch’s response to the Orders, and the requests to appear 

at a Show Cause Hearing.    Mr. Balch had declined to appear at this second Show 

Cause Hearing as well as the first.  Attorney Whitney advised Wetlands Agent 

Calabrese and Interim Town Planner D’Amato to have the Commission hold the 

second Show Cause Hearing, and discuss further action.  The Commission can 

then deliberate about keeping the Order in force, or withdraw the Order at their 

discretion.  Wetlands Agent Calabrese suggested the Commission could then 

consider pursuing legal action against Mr. Balch.   

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese noted information had been attached to this Agenda 

which includes the original Order issued 11/4/2020, as well as a reissue of that 

Order which was issued 12/3/2020; a link to that information had been provided 

with the Agenda and posted on the website as well.   Wetlands Agent Calabrese 

then reviewed her memo of 12/16/2020 which summarized the Enforcement 

Timeline with the Commission.  (See Attachment A). 

 
Wetlands Agent Calabrese then shared her screen with the Commission to show a 

photo taken at the site today, 12/16/2020, noting the rear of Baggott’s 

greenhouses would be to the right of the photo.  The muddy area in the center of 

the photo is the area of deposition of fill. 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese then shared the photos taken in early November during 

a site visit in response to a phone complaint. 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese asked if the Commission wants to keep the Cease and 

Restore Order open? 

 
Chairman Talamini suggested something needs to be done, as they are definitely 

working in the wetlands.  She queried the Commission for comments. 

 

Commissioner Osborn questioned if the Army Corp of Engineers has been 

involved, as the fill is being deposited in the flood plain.   

Commissioner Sydoriak questioned if the area has been determined to be a FEMA 

Special Flood Hazard area?  Review of the GIS mapping of the area confirmed 

the area of deposition is Flood Hazard Zone AE; the area identified in orange is  
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the Flood Hazard Zone experiencing a 0.2% annual chance of flooding.  

Chairman Talamini indicated she would be interested in information showing how 

the elevation has changed since they started this work. 

 

Discussion followed regarding a survey of the elevations. 

 

Commissioner Sydoriak questioned if there was an existing site plan for this area 

which would likely include an existing survey; she noted it’s commercially zoned 

and is surrounded by other commercial properties.   Commissioner Sydoriak 

asked if the Commission, as part of the resolution, could request the alleged 

violator obtain a survey to verify those elevations and determine if the work is 

within the floodplain?  Chairman Talamini agreed the Commission make the 

request. 

 

Commissioner Pippin felt a current survey of the property won’t provide the pre-

existing grades before the filling operation.   Commissioner Pippin described the 

elevation of the area, noting it comes up from the Connecticut River and then 

drops down again where the filling is occurring.   Commissioner Pippin felt the 

pre-existing grades should be identified to determine the violation.    He agreed, 

more that 100 yards of fill have been deposited. 

 

Chairman Talamini requested Staff to research the Planning Department files for 

plans which might show the earlier contours or elevations.   Commissioner Pippin 

recalled Commissioner Osborn mentioning earlier violations at a previous 

meeting.  Commissioner Sydoriak suggested the burden is on the alleged violator 

to prove the Commission is wrong; they should be doing the legwork regarding 

the elevations. 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese requested clarification that the Commission prefers 

that the Cease and Restore Order remain open. 

 
MOTION: To KEEP THE VIOLATION OPEN for the Balch Bridge  

   Street Corporation, James Balch, 222 – 232 South Main  

   Street. 

 

Pippin moved/Sydoriak seconded/DISCUSSION:  Nothing additional. 

VOTE by rollcall: In Favor: Osborn/Pippin/Sydoriak/Talamini 

    No one opposed/No abstentions 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese noted the Commission discussed involvement of the 

Army Corp of Engineers and DEEP; is the Commission interested in pursuing 

legal action? 



TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

Special Meeting/SHOW CAUSE HEARING – December 16, 2020 

ZOOM Teleconference 

Meeting ID:  941 7813 6120 

MEETING MINUTES     

4 

 

Commissioner Sydoriak recommended contacting Bill Sigmond,  Supervisor for 

the North Region, CTDEEP Inland Water Resources Bureau to request a permit 

determination.      Commissioner Sydoriak felt this violation was within the 

Town’s jurisdiction; she questioned what the State or the Federal Government 

would have to say about “legal action”. 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese indicated she asked the question about pursuing legal 

action as she has sent two Cease and Restore Orders to Mr. Balch, and two Show 

Cause Hearings have been scheduled which Mr. Balch has declined to attend.    

She questioned if the Commission decided to give him another opportunity would 

the communication have more clout coming from the Town Attorney? 

 

Chairman Talamini indicated she was in agreement with Wetlands Agent 

Calabrese discussing the result of this meeting with the Town Attorney.   The 

consensus of the Commission concurred.  Commissioner Pippin questioned if 

First Selectman Bowsza was aware of this situation?  Wetlands Agent Calabrese 

responded affirmatively.   

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese questioned if a motion was necessary?  Chairman 

Talamini felt the record indicated in the Minutes should reflect the Commission’s 

discussion of the Orders at the Show Cause Hearing, and the Commission is 

keeping the Order open.  She didn’t feel a formal motion was necessary. 

 

Wetlands Agent Calabrese requested clarification that if another letter is sent to 

Mr. Balch it should come from the Town Attorney?   Chairman Talamini agreed. 

 

Chairman Talamini queried the Commissioners for additional comments.   No one 

requested to speak. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 

MOTION: To ADJOURN this Meeting at 7:33 p.m. 

 

Sydoriak moved/Pippin seconded 

VOTE:   In Favor:   Unanimous 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Peg Hoffman, Recording Secretary, Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Commission 

 

ATTACHMENT A: Enforcement Timeline - 222-232 South Main Street 

 Balch Bridge Street Corporation – Cease and Restore Order 
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To:  IWWA Commissioners 

From: Ruthanne Calabrese 

Date: December 16, 2020 

 

Re: Enforcement Timeline:  – 222-232 South Main Street 

 Balch Bridge Street Corporation – Cease and Restore Order 

 

• October 15, 2020: email from Rebecca Talamini to Ruth Calabrese regarding a complaint 

of work behind Baggotts on Route 5.  There was a lot of dirt on the road indicating 

trucks going in and out of the property.  Request to look into the matter. 

• October 16, 2020: email to Rebecca Talamini from Ruth Calabrese: Indicating she 

observed the area behind Baggotts that morning.  Reported a large area where grading 

has taken place. 

• November 4, 2020: Complaint of suspected filling called into the Planning and 

Development office.  

• November 4, 2020: Site visit confirmed a large area of fill in the regulated flood plain. 

• November 4, 2020: A Cease and Correct Order was Issued to James Balch, c/o Balch 

Bridge Street Corporation via certified mail. 

• November 9, 2020: Order was received by Balch Bridge Properties. 

• Show Cause Hearing scheduled for November 25, 2020 upon delivery of return receipt. 

• On November 24, 2020: Our office was contacted by Mr. Balch’s office stating he would 

not be attending the hearing on the 25th. 

• November 24, 2020: The Show Cause Hearing was canceled upon notice that the 

property owner would not be attending. 

• This matter was added to the Regular Meeting Agenda of IWWA  scheduled for the 

December  2, 2020. 

• The show cause meeting was rescheduled for December 16, 2020.  To allow for the 

property owner to be heard.   

• December 3, 2020:  Order reissued with a new show cause hearing date. 

 

IWWA 

Staff Memo 
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• December 7, 2020:  Mary Bellvalle called Ruth Calabrese to decline the show cause 

hearing scheduled for December 16, 2020. 

• December 8, 2020:  Observed Balch property behind Baggotts – no activity 

• December 10, 2020: Interim Town Planner, Michael D’Amato and Ruth Calabrese met 

with Attorney Diane Whitney from Pullman and Comley (East Windsor Town Attorney’s 

Office) to discuss enforcement options and process. 

• December 16, 2020: Inspected Balch property from behind green houses at Baggotts.  

Evidence that vehicles had recently traveled down to the lower area. Photo taken. 

 

 

 

  

 


